
Accessory Dwelling Units
Zoning Code Text Amendment 25-001

September 10, 2025 Council Meeting



State Law 
Mandates

 State considers Accessory Dwelling Units or “ADU’s” an 
opportunity to provide affordable housing in existing single-
family neighborhoods

 Beginning in 2002, the State legislature passed a number of 
bills aimed at making development of ADUs easier

 The Rancho Santa Margarita Zoning Code was last updated in 
2023 to comply with then-current State law

 The California legislature passed additional legislation during 
the subsequent sessions

 Additionally, HCD reviewed the 2023 Ordinance and 
interpreted inconsistencies with State law



What does the 
Ordinance 
cover?

 Types of ADUs (attached, detached , converted, JADU)
 Subset:  State Exempt ADU/JADU

 Development Standards (setbacks, height, size, parking) 
applied when allowed by State law

 Owner occupied/short term rental applied when allowed by 
State law

 Time limits for City review



Proposed 
Updates

 Government Code Numbering 

 State exempt ADUs and JADUs

 Maximum Number of ADU/JADU Per Lot

 Reduced Requirements for Off-Street Parking and 
Replacement Parking

 Allow short-term rental of JADU

 Redline version provided with Staff Report



Planning 
Commission 
Review

 Planning Commission Review July 2 and August 6, 2025

 Letter received from Cal HDF on July 2
 Continued July 2 public hearing to August 6
 Met with Cal HDF on July 8
 Resulted in proposed changes to the Ordinance related to 

State Exempt ADUs

 Planning Commission passed a resolution recommending 
approval of the Ordinance



Recommendation

 Introduce for first reading,
read by title only and waive
further reading of an
ordinance entitled:
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