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Low Density Residential 
(0-7.0 Units/Net Acre, Average 6.5 Units/Net Acre)

Low-Medium Density Residential
(7.0-11.0 Units/Net Acre, Average 10.0 Units/Net Acre)

Medium Density Residential
(11.0-18.0 Units/Net Acre, Average 14.3 Units/Net Acre)

High Density Residential
(18.0-25.0 Units/Net Acre, Average 20.0 Units/Net Acre)
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Sources:  City of Rancho Santa Margarita, 
July 2015 and Orange County Local 
Agency Formation Commission, 2013.

LEGEND

Sycam
ore

C
anyon

D
r

Dove
Canyon

Dr

Robinson Ra n ch

Rd

Pl
an

o
T

ra
bu

co
R

d

Antonio
Pkw

y

Avenida
de las

Flore
s

Santa Margarita
Pkwy

A
lm

a

A l de
a

Antonio

Pk
wy

Arro
y o

V
is

ta

Arr
oy

o  
  V

ist
a

A
nt

on
io

Pk
wy

Av
en

id
a

de
la

s
Ban

de
ra

s

A
venida

Em
presa

Esperanza

Aventura

San ta
Margarita Pkwy

CO
RR

ID
O

R

TRANSPORTATION

FOOTHILL

R
os

e
C

a n
yo

n

Rd

Trabuco
Cre

ek

Rd

Trab
uco

Can
yo

n
Rd

V
ista

S an Miguel

V
ia

Pajaro

C
oto

de
C

aza
D

r

CORRID
OR

TR
A

N
SP

O
R

TA
TI

O
N

FO
O

TH
IL

L

Oso
Pkwy

A
nt

on
io

   
 P

kw
y

O so Pkwy

O
ly

m
pi

ad
   

R
d

Alicia   Pkwy

Melinda     R
d

Santa Margarita Pkwy

Los Alisos
Rd

Live
O

ak
C

anyo n
R

d

El
To

ro
Rd

Dove Canyon
Country Club

O'Neill
Regional

Park

O'Neill
Regional

Park

O'Neill
Regional

Park

City of
Mission Viejo Coto de Caza

Trabuco OaksCity of
Lake Forest

Aveni d
a

de
lo

sF
un

da
do

res



 
 

 
Land Use Element | February 2020 LU-17 

Table LU-2 
Land Use Classification System 

 

Land Use 
Maximum 

DUs/Net Acre or 
Maximum 

FAR/Net Acre 
Summary Description of Land Use Designation 

Residential Land Uses 

LDR – Low Density Residential 7.0 du/acre Single-family detached units on moderate to large 
lots. 

LMDR – Low-Medium Density Residential 11.0 du/acre Small-lot single-family detached homes, as well as 
some single-family town homes and duplexes. 

MDR – Medium Density Residential 18.0 du/acre 
Detached single family homes on smaller lots, and 
attached, town homes, duplexes, multiple-family 
units such as apartments and condominiums. 

HDR – High Density Residential 25.0 du/acre Attached homes, apartments, condominiums, and 
senior housing. 

Commercial and Business Land Uses 

C – General Commercial 1.0:1 FAR 
Retail stores, restaurants, lodging, personal 
services, business services, and financial services 
of a citywide or regional nature.  Does not promote 
development of commercial strips. 

NC – Neighborhood Commercial 0.6:1 FAR 
Retail stores, service stations, restaurants, and 
services that serve the needs of surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

BP – Business Park 1.0:1 FAR 
Service commercial, retail commercial, office, light 
industrial, open space, and community facilities 
(excluding public and private schools). 

Public/Quasi-Public Facilities Land Use 

CF – Community Facility 0.6:1 FAR 
Fire stations, police stations, public and private 
schools, recreation centers, water tanks, utilities, or 
other community facilities. 

Open Space Land Uses 
P – Parks 0.5:1 FAR Publicly- or privately-owned and dedicated park 

lands. 
OS – Open Space N/A Streams and washes, open space easements, and 

other private and public open spaces. 
OSG – Open Space Golf 0.4:1 FAR Maintenance and development of golf courses and 

other private recreational uses. 

ROS – Regional Open Space 0.4:1 FAR 
Sections of O’Neill Regional Park within the City.  
Active and passive recreational uses consistent with 
Orange County regulations. 

Other Land Uses 

FPC – Future Planned Community To Be Determined 
Denotes large areas of land within the Sphere of 
Influence for detailed planning and development for 
residential, commercial, community facility, 
recreation and open space uses. 

MU – Mixed-Use  25.0 du/acre 
1.0:1 FAR 

Provides for combinations of uses typically found 
within the MDR, HDR, C, and NC designations.  
Mixed-use can take place in a single structure, on a 
single parcel, or on adjacent parcels. 

 
  




