May 2021
City Manager's Message
I am pleased to report that City Staff is enthusiastically preparing the
Bell Tower Regional Community Center for phased reopening on July
1st. Along with Community Services staff, Age Well Senior Services
will be relocated back to the BTRCC this month. Consistent with
Orange County Public Health guidelines and for the health and safety
of visitors and staff, precautions are in place to safely offer classes
and programs once again for the community.
With the Governor’s recent announcement that California will largely be opening up in June, I
am thrilled to announce that we plan to resume the popular Concerts in the Park this summer.
While we’re still in the planning stages for dates and logistics, we are hopeful that we will likely
have at least four concerts on Sunday evenings in Central Park. We’ll keep you updated on our
social media platforms, this e-newsletter, and at cityofrsm.org with the latest information.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Cervantez

Orange County Sheriff's Department
Crime Prevention

Lock Your Stuff Rancho Santa Margarita
Locking up is the best way to prevent becoming a burglary victim and keeping your belongings
secure. Burglars are opportunists. Unlocked cars make it easy for criminals to cause damage
and loss in our community.
When possible, park in a well-lit area, activate an alarm, (if there is one), and remove tempting
items, such as purses, backpacks, and electronics, from sight. Drivers who use key fobs to lock
their vehicles are also urged to double-check that their doors are indeed locked.
Did you know that thieves enter through an unlocked door or window in almost fifty percent of
all residential burglaries? This means that you can significantly reduce your chances of
becoming a victim by simply locking your doors and windows. While this won't prevent all
burglaries from occurring, it certainly will deter the opportunistic burglar from making your home
the next target.
Emergency Call 9-1-1
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
949-770-6011 (Non-Emergency)

COVID-19 Vaccination Information
The OC Health Care Agency (HCA) continues to allocate COVID-19 vaccines as they become
available. Appointments are available through Othena.com based on vaccine availability.
Othena platform specialists respond to callers at the HCA Hotline to assist with questions
related to the app and vaccine appointments. Call (714) 834-2000 or email Othena at
support@compositeapps.net.
Visit https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-vaccine-distribution-channels for a complete
list of COVID-19 Vaccine Providers or visit VaccineFinder.org.

ZeroTrash RSM
Saturday, May 1, 2021
ZeroTrash is an all-volunteer community organization dedicated to ridding city streets
and wilderness areas of trash, reducing waste, supporting local business, and taking
personal responsibility for the community and the environment!
ZeroTrash meets on the first Saturday of every month in the courtyard across from city
hall, and beautify our community from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. All are welcome to join in and
help Pick It Up!
For more information, visit ZeroTrash RSM on Facebook or email Brad McGirr at
bmcgirr@cityofrsm.org.

Low-Cost Pet Vaccination Clinic set for Wednesday, May 5, 2021
Healthcare & Emergency Animal Rescue Team (HEART) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to saving lives and improving pet and wild animal health, safety, and welfare. Mobile
care clinics are held every first Wednesday monthly on a drive-through, reservation-only basis.
Clinics are hosted by the City of Rancho Santa Margarita in the Bell Tower Regional
Community Center parking lot.
Reservations are available now at heart4pets.org. Read on...

RSM Cares Food Pantry
RSM Cares Food Pantry takes
place on the first and third
Wednesday of each month from
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. All are welcome;
no pre-qualification is required.
Drive through and obtain a box for
you, your family, or a neighbor in
need.
Located at Shepherd of the Hills
United Methodist Church parking
lot, 30605 Avenida de Las Flores,
the pantry is supported solely by
donations from generous private
donors, local churches, and
businesses.

Email RSMCares@belltowerfoundation.org for more information, to make a donation, or to
volunteer. Read on...

Community Services
Age Well Senior Services
Meals on Wheels (Ages 60+)
Meals on Wheels provides nutritious daily meals for seniors aged 60+ who are unable to shop
or prepare meals for themselves. Deliveries run Mondays through Fridays and include one
breakfast, one hot lunch, and one frozen dinner.
Grab & Go (Ages 60+)
Due to COVID-19, congregate lunches have been temporarily converted to an outdoor Grab &
Go format. Seniors may pick up a frozen meal accompanied by milk, juice, bread, and butter.
(Participants must register two (2) business days prior to ensure enough meals are available).
When: Mondays - Fridays 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Where: Bell Tower Community Center Parking Lot
Senior Pantry (Ages 60+)
Grab & Go participants may pick up a bag of non-perishable grocery items on a monthly basis
or upon request. Our Senior Pantry runs alongside Grab & Go Mondays - Fridays 11:45 a.m. 12:15 p.m. at the Bell Tower Community Center Parking Lot. New clients must register by
phone or with a volunteer on-site.
Senior Pet Pantry (Ages 60+)
Pets are family too! Meals on Wheels and Grab & Go participants may now receive cat or dog
food for their furry friends at no cost. For details or to sign up, please contact Age Well Senior
Services at (949) 709-7592.

Age Well Senior Services
Bell Tower Regional Community Center
22232 El Paseo, RSM 92688
(949)709-7592

Meals on Wheels Menu

Grab & Go Menu

Senior Cuisine Delivered

Pet Food Pantry

2021 South County Senior Summit
Safe & Healthy Senior Living in the Age of COVID-19
The 2021 South County Senior Summit will be presented virtually throughout the month of May
via Orange County's 5th District Supervisor Lisa Bartlett's social media and YouTube channel
and on Cox Communications Channel 39 at 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. beginning May 1, 2021.

This year's theme is "Safe & Healthy Senior Living in the Age of COVID-19." Click here to view
the program pamphlet on Issuu.
For more information on the OC Office on Aging, visit www.officeonaging.ocgov.com.

Emergency Preparedness
Orange County Fire Authority - Free Home Fire Risk Assessment
Experts can’t tell you when the next wildfire will happen, but they do know that wildfires can
happen at any time in Southern California. Many residents have not taken the most basic steps
to protect their families, homes, and neighborhoods from Orange County’s #1 fire risk.
During your FREE Wildfire Home Assessment, the outside of your home and property will be
evaluated along with other risk factors. Then, you’ll be given specific steps you can take to
reduce your home’s vulnerability to wildfire. An online assessment is also available here.
Many proven tips to help your home survive a wildfire are available 24/7 at ocfa.org.

Santa Margarita Water District
Early Efforts Help Minimize Impact of Ongoing Dry Conditions
The Santa Margarita Water District continues to closely monitor drought conditions. After two
years of low precipitation, the U.S. Drought Monitor reports that 95 percent of California is
experiencing Moderate to Exceptional Drought. Orange County is in Moderate Drought.
The State's Reservoir and groundwater levels are significantly below average and despite
recent storms, the snowpack is only 58 percent as of March 10, 2021. Continued dry conditions
can threaten water supplies, impair critical habitat, reduce recreational opportunities, and
create uncertainty for all water users. Hydrologic conditions since 2020 have been very similar
to the drought years of 2014 and 2015.

Your ongoing efforts to use water wisely will help minimize the potential impacts. SMWD
recommends checking your home for leaks, especially in the bathroom as toilets are the most
common source of indoor leaks.
Outside, consider creating a customized outdoor watering schedule to maximize water use.
The SMWD Water Use Efficiency team can help connect you with beautiful low water use
plants for your home garden. The SMWD Spring Garden Hotline is open from April 1st
through May 31st. Leave a message at (949) 459-6593, or email efficiency@smwd.com with
your climate-friendly gardening questions.
For those looking for garden inspiration, check out ocplants.org. This online planting resource
is a powerful plant finder, connecting you with plants suitable for all of southern Orange
County. You can view garden galleries, create personalized plant lists, organize plants based
on watering needs, and much more.

RSM Library Construction Continues
Reopening August 2021
The Rancho Santa Margarita Branch of the
Orange Country Public Library (OCPL) is
currently undergoing major infrastructure
enhancements that include lighting, HVAC,

restrooms, increased IT and ADA access.
Reopening is anticipated to occur in early
August. In the interim, patrons can access all
other open OC Public Libraries and pick up
their holds at the Foothill Ranch Library.
Please visit ocpl.org for more information,
including Friends of the Library Bookstore
news.
Rancho Santa Margarita Branch Library
30902 La Promesa
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
(949) 459-6094

Thank you for subscribing to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita eNewsletter. We welcome
your feedback. Contact the City directly with inquiries. Please do not reply to this e-mail as we
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