


CODE REQUIREMENTS: 

1. LIGHT AND VENTILATION:
HABIT ABLE ROOMS:
•

• 

shall be provided with natural light by means of exterior glazed openings with an area not less than 8% of the
floor area of such rooms. The kitchen may be provided with artificial light.
shall be provided with natural ventilation by means of openable openings with an area not less than 4% of the
floor area of such rooms.

NON-HABITABLE ROOMS (Bathrooms, water closet compartments, laundry rooms and similar rooms): 
• shall be provided with natural ventilation by means of openable exterior openings with an area of not less than 4%

of the floor area of such rooms.
Exemption: Bathrooms containing a bathtub shower or combination thereof; laundry rooms, and similar rooms, a 

mechanical ventilation system connected directly to the outside capable of providing an exhaust rate of 50 CFM 
may be used. 

2. EMERGENCY EGRESS WINDOWS:
Section 1026 requires that every sleeping room shall have at least one operable window or door approved for emergency
escape or rescue that shall open directly into a public street, public alley, yard or exit court. The emergency door or window
shall:
• be operable from the inside to provide a full, clear opening without the use of separate tools;
• have a minimum net clear openable area of 5 sq. ft. at grade floor openings and 5.7 sq. ft. elsewhere
• have a minimum net clear openable height of 24 inches
• have a minimum net clear width of 20 inches
• have a finished sill height of not more than 44 inches above finish floor

NOTE: Even though a window may meet the vertical and horizontal measurements, it may not meet the 
opening area requirements. Close and accurate measurements must be taken before installing windows. 

COMPLYING WINDOW SIZES 

Window sizes shown will be the minimum allowed for egress unless manufacturer's data is supplied. 

Single Casement: 
2-4 X 4-0
2-6 X 3-6
t>ouble Casement: 
4-6 x-4-0

Single/t>ouble Hung: 
3-0 X 5-0
3-4 X 5-0

Slider: 
4-0 X 4-0
5-0 X 3-6
6-0 X 3-0

XOX Slider 
8-0 X 4-0
10-0 X 4-0
12-0 X 3-0

Sizes shown are taken from data supplied by window manufacturers, however these are general dimensions. It is 
the owner's responsibility to verify that the actual windows installed meet the minimum egress requirements. 

Awning, bay with fixed center glazing, single fixed combination window and other types not mentioned above 
require manufacturer's information if they are to be used to emergency egress requirements. 

3. IMPACT OR HAZARD GLAZING (TEMPERED GLASS):
Tempered or safety glazing shall be required where glazing is:

• within a 24 inch arc on either side of a door
• in windows that are within 18 inches of the floor
• in windows in a stairwell or within 5 feet of the landings and less than 60 inches above the floor
• in a door
• enclosing a tub or shower where the bottom of the window is less than 60 inches above the tub or shower bottom
• in walls and fences used as a barrier for swimming pools and spas where the glazing is less than 60 inches above

the pool deck and within 5 feet of the pool edge.

4. ENERGY REQUIREMENTS:

All new windows and window replacement must meet the followng minimum energy requirements:
U-factor: Rancho Santa Margarita is in Climate Zone 8 with a U-factor of .30

SHGC: .23 
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